
The Early Christians and the Mad Emperor. 
 
Emperor Nero is known for being one of the earliest and most notorious persecutors of 
Christians in ancient Rome. He is often depicted as the architect of early Christian martyrdom 
due to the brutal ways in which he sought to eliminate the fledgling religion. Nero’s reign 
began in 54 CE, and by 64 CE, a great fire broke out in Rome, destroying much of the city. 
Rumours spread that Nero himself had ordered the fire to be set to clear land for a new 
palace. To deflect blame, Nero accused the Christians of starting the fire. This marked the 
beginning of a wave of brutal persecution against Christians, as Nero sought to scapegoat 
them for the disaster. 
 
Shortly after the fire, the hunt for the capital’s Christians began. “First Nero had those who 
admitted to being Christians arrested, and on their statements, a large group of others was 
condemned,” writes Tacitus. According to the historian, they were not only convicted of 
arson, “but just as much for their hatred of man.” 
The punishment was death. Nero wanted to show that he was a man of the people, so he 
made the executions a public spectacle. “Their death was made into a sport. Dressed in animal 
skins, they were torn to pieces by dogs or crucified.” Other Christians were hung on poles and 
drenched in tar. At night, executioners lit the human torches so that they could light up the 
streets as the screams resounded, and a sickening smell of burning flesh settled over Rome. 
 
Not even the apostle Paul and Peter escaped. Both these apostles are said to have been sent 
to their death by the mad emperor Nero’s orders.  
 
(from the website – The Collector)  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mjp fpwp];jth;fSk; igj;jpaf;fhu kd;dDk;. 

kd;dd; ePNuh gz;ila Nuhkpy; fpwp];jth;fis Jd;GWj;Jgth;fspy; xUtuhf 
mwpag;gLfpwhh;. tsh;e;J tUk; kjj;ij mfw;w mth; Kad;w nfhLukhd topfs; 
fhuzkhf> mth; ngUk;ghYk; Muk;gfhy fpwp];jt ,uj;jrhl;rpapd; rpw;gpahf mth; 
mbf;fb rpj;jhpf;fg;gLfpwhh;. ePNuh fpgp 54Mk; Mz;L Ml;rp nra;jhh;. ,e;jr; #oypy; 
fpgp 64Mk; Mz;L> Nuhkpy; kpfg; nghpa jPtpgj;J Vw;gl;lJ> efuj;jpd; ngUk;gFjpia 
mopj;Jtpl;J. ePNuh jhNd> xU Gjpa muz;kidf;F epyj;ij Rj;jg;gLj;Jtjw;fhf jP 
itf;f cj;jutpl;ljhf Fw;wr;rhl;Lfs; gutpd. ,e;j gopiaj; jpirjpUg;g> 
,j;jPtpgj;Jf;Ff; fhuzk; fpwp];jth;fNs vd ePNuh Fw;wk; rhw;wpdhh;. ,J 
fpwp];jth;fSf;F vjpuhd nfh^ukhd Jd;GWj;jypd; njhlf;fj;ijf; Fwpj;jJ> ePNuh 
mth;fis Nguoptpw;F gypflhthf Mf;f Kad;whh;. 

 

jP tpgj;Jf;F gpwF> jiyefhpy; cs;s fpwp];jth;fis Ntl;ilahlj; njhlq;fpdhh;. 
fpwp];jth;fs; vd;W xg;Gf; nfhz;lth;fis Kjypy; ePNuh ifJ nra;jhh;> NkYk; 
mth;fspd; mwpf;ifapd; epkpj;jk;> xU nghpa FO fz;ldk; nra;ag;gl;lJ vd;W lhrpld; 
vOJfpwhh;. tuyhw;whrphpahpd; $w;Wg;gb> mth;fs; jP itj;j Fw;wj;jpw;fhf kl;Lk; 
jz;bf;fg;gltpy;iy> ~ mth;fs; kPjhd ntWg;Gf;fhfTk;| jz;bf;fg;gl;lhh;fs;. 

kuz jz;lid nfhLf;fg;gl;lJ. ePNuh jhd; xU kf;fspd; egh; vd;W fhl;l tpUk;gpdhh;. 
vdNt mth; kuzjz;lidfis xU nghJ fhl;rpahf Mf;fpdhh;. mth;fspd; kuzk; 
xU tpisahl;lhf khw;wg;gl;lJ. tpyq;Ffspd; Njhy;fis cLj;jp> mth;fs; eha;fshy; 
Jz;L Jz;lhf fpopf;fg;gl;ldh; my;yJ rpYitapy; miwag;gl xg;Gf;nfhLf;f 
g;gl;lhh;fs;. kw;w fpwp];jth;fis fk;gq;fspy; njhlq;ftplg;gl;L jhhpy; eidf;fg;gl;ldh;. 
,utpy; J}f;fpypLgth;fs;> kdpjh;fis jP itj;jdh;> ,jdhy; mth;fspd; mywy;fs; 
vjpnuhypf;Fk;NghJ> njUf;fis xspur; nra;jdh;. NkYk; vhpAk; rijapd; thrid 
Nuhkpy; gutpw;W. 

mg;Ngh];jyh; gTYk; NgJUTk;$l jg;gtpy;iy. ,e;j ,uz;L mg;Ngh];jyh;fSk; 
igj;jpaf;fhu kd;ddhd ePNuhtpd; cj;jutpd;Nghpy; kuzj;jpw;F xg;GnfhLf;fg;gl;lhh;fs; 
vd;W $wg;gLfpwJ. 

(,izajsj;jpypUe;J vLj;jit). 

 

  

 


