The Early Christians and the Mad Emperor.

Emperor Nero is known for being one of the earliest and most notorious persecutors of
Christians in ancient Rome. He is often depicted as the architect of early Christian martyrdom
due to the brutal ways in which he sought to eliminate the fledgling religion. Nero’s reign
began in 54 CE, and by 64 CE, a great fire broke out in Rome, destroying much of the city.
Rumours spread that Nero himself had ordered the fire to be set to clear land for a new
palace. To deflect blame, Nero accused the Christians of starting the fire. This marked the
beginning of a wave of brutal persecution against Christians, as Nero sought to scapegoat
them for the disaster.

Shortly after the fire, the hunt for the capital’s Christians began. “First Nero had those who
admitted to being Christians arrested, and on their statements, a large group of others was
condemned,” writes Tacitus. According to the historian, they were not only convicted of
arson, “but just as much for their hatred of man.”

The punishment was death. Nero wanted to show that he was a man of the people, so he
made the executions a public spectacle. “Their death was made into a sport. Dressed in animal
skins, they were torn to pieces by dogs or crucified.” Other Christians were hung on poles and
drenched in tar. At night, executioners lit the human torches so that they could light up the
streets as the screams resounded, and a sickening smell of burning flesh settled over Rome.

Not even the apostle Paul and Peter escaped. Both these apostles are said to have been sent
to their death by the mad emperor Nero’s orders.

(from the website — The Collector)
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