Beware - The worst in us is most hidden from us.

Below is an excerpt of what Timothy Keller had learnt from John Newton’s letters. John
Newton was once a slave trader who became a beloved Pastor. He was the one who wrote
the hymn ‘Amazing Grace.’

Know that your worst character flaws are the ones you can see the least.
By definition the sins to which you are most blind, that you make the most excuses for, and
that you usually minimize are the ones that most have you in their grip. One way we hide our
blemishes (mistakes, sins) is that we look at places where our natural characters or attitudes
resembles or looks like spiritual fruit. For example, a natural ability for control and self-
discipline can be read as ‘faithfulness’, and a natural desire for personal approval could look
like ‘gentleness’ or ‘love.” Or we mistake a bubbly, temperament for joy, and a relaxed or
easy-going nature for peace. We give ourselves spiritual credit for these things, when actually
we aren’t growing spiritually at all. The lack of other fruit shows that real supernatural
character change is not happening.

For an in-depth study of this | recommend that you read the ‘Letters of John Newton.’
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