
Beware - The worst in us is most hidden from us. 

Below is an excerpt of what Timothy Keller had learnt from John Newton’s letters. John 

Newton was once a slave trader who became a beloved Pastor. He was the one who wrote 

the hymn ‘Amazing Grace.’ 

Know that your worst character flaws are the ones you can see the least. 

By definition the sins to which you are most blind, that you make the most excuses for, and 

that you usually minimize are the ones that most have you in their grip. One way we hide our 

blemishes (mistakes, sins) is that we look at places where our natural characters or attitudes 

resembles or looks like spiritual fruit. For example, a natural ability for control and self-

discipline can be read as ‘faithfulness’, and a natural desire for personal approval could look 

like ‘gentleness’ or ‘love.’ Or we mistake a bubbly, temperament for joy, and a relaxed or 

easy-going nature for peace. We give ourselves spiritual credit for these things, when actually 

we aren’t growing spiritually at all. The lack of other fruit shows that real supernatural 

character change is not happening. 

For an in-depth study of this I recommend that you read the ‘Letters of John Newton.’ 

 

[hf;fpwij - ekf;Fs; ,Uf;Fk; kpf NkhrkhdJ> ek;kplkpUe;J kiwf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. 

 

[hd; epA+l;ldpd; fbjq;fspypUe;J jPNkhjp fpy;yh; fw;Wf;nfhz;lijj; jtph;j;J fPNo 
nfhLf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. [hd; epA+l;ld; xU fhyj;jpy; mbik tpahghhpahf ,Ue;J> gpwF 
mth; md;ghd Nghjfuhf khwpdhh;. ~vNkrpq; fpNu];| vd;w ghliy vOjpath; ,th;.  

 

Nkhrkhd Fzhjpraj;jpd; Fiwfis> ePq;fs; Fiwj;J ghh;f;f KbAk; vd;gij mwpe;J 
nfhs;Sq;fs;. 

tiuaiwapd;gb> cq;fis FUluhf itj;jpUf;Fk; ghtq;fs;jhd;> ePq;fs; 
rhf;Fg;Nghf;Ffisr; nrhy;Yfpwh;fshfTk; kw;Wk; tof;fkhf ePq;fs; Fiwj;Jf; 
nfhs;tJjhd;> cq;fis mitfspd; gpbapy; mjpfk; itj;jpUg;gitahf ,Uf;Fk;. 
jk;Kila Fw;wq;fis (jtWfs;> ghtq;fs;) kiwf;Fk; xU top vd;dntd;why;> jkJ 
,ay;ghd Fzhjpraq;fis my;yJ kdg;ghd;ikfis xj;jpUf;Fk;> my;yJ Mtpf;Fhpa 
fdpfs; G+uzkhf ,Ug;gJNghy; fhzg;gLk;. cjhuzkhf> fl;Lg;ghL kw;Wk; Ra-
xOf;fj;jpw;fhd gz;Gfis ~cz;ikahf ,Ug;gth;| vd;Wk;> jdpg;gl;l mq;fPfhuj;jpw;fhd 
Miria ~nkd;ik | my;yJ ~md;G | vd;Wk; $WfpNwhk;. kNdhghtj;ij kfpo;r;rp 
vd;Wk;> vy;yhk; rhpahf elf;Fk;NghJ> mij rkhjhdk; vd;Wk; jtwhfg; Ghpe;J 
nfhs;fpNwhk;. cz;ik vd;dntd;why;> ehk; Mtpf;Fhpa hPjpapy; tsh;r;rpailahjNghJk;> 
,e;j tp\aq;fSf;fhf ehk; Mtpf;Fhpa hPjpapy; tsh;e;jpUf;fpNwhk; vd;W epidj;Jf; 
nfhs;fpNwhk;. kw;w Mtpf;Fhpa fdpfs; ,y;yhjgbapdhy;> ,aw;iff;F mg;ghw;gl;l 
gz;Gfspd; khw;wk; epfotpy;iy vd;gijf; fhl;LfpwJ. 

 

,ijf; Fwpj;J ,d;Dk; Mokhf mwpe;Jnfhs;s Ntz;Lk; vd;why;> ~[hd; epa+l;ldpd; | 
fbjq;fis gbf;FkhW ghpe;Jiuf;fpNwd;. 


