Keep Praying (edited) — Zachary K. Pearce.

A lot has been written about the state of the Christian faith today in the world. The obsession
in our society over the idols of wealth, power, success (whatever that is), is everywhere.
Material wealth is the ideal, power is sought in various arenas including the church, and
political ideology is frequently entangled with how Christian faith is understood and
practiced. The emphasis on teaching the next generation to be “successful”— instead of
teaching them to rest in their truest identity as beloved children of God is a common reality
today.

Idols come with loud voices that compete for our attention. God still summons us. God is
summoning us. | hope we all will stop and listen to His voice.

Regardless of the various idols scattered throughout contemporary society, God keeps
offering us the amazing gift of prayer, the assurance that God is still listening and still
speaking, especially in the beauty and holiness of the sheer silence of the still small voice that
calls us.

The Apostle Paul writes “pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). That is it. The whole verse is
three words. The preceding verse is two words, “rejoice always (1 Thess. 5:16). It’s a beautiful
mash-up the Apostle Paul offers us, “rejoice always, pray without ceasing.” Even, maybe even
especially when, we want to flee from something in life, we ought to flee to the silence like
Elijah did. Might we experience silence and open space for God to speak. Do not stop listening
for the still, small voice, of God. Rejoice, beloved children of God, for the gift of prayer, and
keep praying, especially in silence.



@eImI 2 60Fl60, Hleogien  lGETFHHET Hewevd GBHEH DABHBD  TISLILIL (BTN
AGBH RGBT, AHBMID, Oeudnl ( DUFH  THIUTE  RHBBHTVID) DUH6  16H]  BLOIPENL U
FpHHIH6L 2 6l YPCUFID 6T6060T G MIGEMVID 2 6iTengl. QT[T OFeveud Eevl Flulld,
Ra FmFFeou 2 UL usLBaum FHiemmseisd DH&SMD CHLLILBGEBE, Csvid Hpflerogiel
algaungFd eeleurm Lfihgk O&mTeieniuBGSBaE WBBID HOL (PenBLLIGSHIILBSBSH  6T6iLISS 60
STFwed FHBHTHHID Dlgdhdly FHHUleTeNHl. ABHH HML(IPMBHEH = OMWIoTs SHdbHHd
sBMIG  OBTHULSHL e BISHIUGHBH - SLeyehb@ Liflwiorer  Llstenende  616Im
2 _IMIOWITS  DieUTHEM6T DL WTeTHH60 Sewenliungd SBmIS CHTHUUSBSGU UH6eoTs,
QpI DFH R CUTHIUTE WSHTTHHONS NHBHMBSE.

AEHTRIGBENT 2 JHSH GHJOBEHLEN B0 HOUIHMNS FTHBMBEH. GRIIMID HLOGO  [HLOEWLD
DIMPSHSHMIT.  BID  SHGUBLD  HIm  SUBMLW GIevbhE OFallemuiiGurd  serml
[bLDL|&5! Cm6dr.

SBHM6V FUPHTWSHFH6L LIsvGouml albHSTmissT FeBledlLhHTed, OmubHmam BCHeausr Seimib
Cal (b OmmewngmeHmTT, Geiienid CuUHEHBIT 616l 2 WFUD, GBPIUUTS  DIPG LD,
ufl&SHSH LD, DG WTET GILoedellul GHJ60 BHDMD DIMPHHIHCBHTEEL RHEH MBS

SILGUTErLHVT Lsd SemL el To60 OILIDLIHTEMITIS6T 6161 6TpHIFBIT (10HF 5 :17).
DG ST  UFD  (PIDAUSBID  (PeTll  QUTTHENSHH6T.  (PHEMSUW  euFend  Syewrh
AUMTHMBHMeNS  QBTewILHl, eIGuUTIpHID  FHCHTagwTulBmSsT (1 QHF 5 :16).
STLEUTSHID FhCaTaglomulmmhige, QemL6lL_MTLosL (ClEQLILDLI6TOT I 6T 61601 )
SILCUTELSHITHW  Leed  BHEG 2 BFTESUILUGHBHID  UTTHMHHM6NDH  CBTHHIMITT.
MCausmer, GUILLTE, auTHMBUID gHTaudH aaimBall B SHULTF OFevsv all|HUDLCLITSI,
sTellWmemsulIBUTeL  BI(IPD Siemwdwmen L HHBEH ST gL CouswiBo. @ SienLOSULITEN
AL HPHe0 Bxpeuetnt  BCuFeuemsd BTD 2 eogGeuswiBhd. CHeusmient il GosLelll  GHFensv
Cal@eaueny MBpidHd CouswiLmbd. CHeugmienLul  iediumen  LleienensGen  GeusHdle0
DA DFFUWITES EQHHIB6T, GPILUTE HMOGHWTES CHTTHEH CEgUILD  LI6HTEmIHIH6I.



