
Lucian Tapiedi of Papua New Guinea. 

Tapiedi was born in 1921/1922, in the village of Taupota, on the north coast of Papua. His 

father was a sorcerer, who died when his sons were still young. He was taught at mission 

schools and then, in 1939, he entered St Aidan's teacher training college. Here Tapiedi 

became known as a diligent and cheerful presence, fond of physical recreation but also 

musical. In 1941 he became part of the staff at Sangara as a teacher and evangelist. 

In December 1941 Japanese forces attacked the American fleet at Pearl Harbour. In the 

same month they invaded Malaya and Singapore fell in the year 1942. In Papua, January of 

1942 the Anglican bishop, Philip Strong, had broadcast an appeal to the missionaries there 

to stay at their work, come what may. Many of the missionaries themselves wished this, and 

had already resisted calls to turn to safety. 

In Northern Papua, a group of missionaries struggled to evade capture. Among them was 

Lucian Tapiedi, who was determined not to abandon the missionaries with whom he 

worked. In a few days this group swelled to ten people. They came to a village inhabited by 

the Orokaiva people, and found themselves escorted away by men of that tribe. One of the 

Orokaiva, a man named Hivijapa, killed Tapiedi near a stream by Kurumbo village. The 

remainder of the group perished soon after; six of them beheaded by the Japanese on Buna 

beach. 

333 Christians lost their lives in New Guinea during the invasion and occupation of the island 

by the Japanese forces. The greatest number of those who died - 198 - were Roman 

Catholics. But there were also Methodists, Salvationists, Lutherans, Anglicans, members of 

the Evangelical Church of Manus, and Seventh Day Adventists among the dead. 

The killer of Lucian Tapiedi later converted to Christianity. He took the name Hivijapa Lucian, 

and built a church dedicated to the memory of his victim at Embi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

gg;Gth epA+ fpdpahtpd; Y}rpad; lhgpb. 

jgPb 1921 / 1922,y;> gg;Gthtpd; tlf;F flw;fiuapy; cs;s lNghl;lh fpuhkj;jpy; 
gpwe;jhh;. mtUila mg;gh xU ke;jputhjp> mtUila kfd;fs; ,d;Dk; 
rpWgps;isfshf ,Uf;Fk;NghNj mth; ,we;Jtpl;lhh;. mth; kp\d; gs;spfspy; 
gapw;Wtpf;fg;gl;L> gpd;dh; 1939,y;> mth; nrapd;l; mbad; Mrphpah; gapw;rpf; fy;Y}hapy; 
Eioe;jhh;. ,q;Nf> jgPb xU tplhKaw;rpAk;> cw;rhfKk; nfhz;lth; vd;W 
mwpag;gLfpwhh;> mJkl;Lk; my;y mth; tpisahl;L kw;Wk; ,irapYk; tpUg;gk; 
nfhz;lth;. 1941,y; mth; xU MrphpauhfTk;> RtpNr\uhfTk; rq;fuhtpy; gzpGhpe;jhh;. 

brk;gh; 1941,y;> [g;ghdpag; gilfs; Ngh;y; `hh;ghpy;> mnkhpf;fh fg;gw;giliaj; 
jhf;fpdh;. mNj khjj;jpy; mth;fs; kyha kPJk; gilnaLj;jdh; kw;Wk; rpq;fg;gPh; 
1942Mk; Mz;by; tPo;e;jJ. ghg;Gthtpy;> [dthp 1942,y;> Mq;fpypf;fd; gp\g; gpypg; 
];l;uhq;> mq;Fs;s kp\dhpfSf;F vd;d te;jhYk; jq;fs; gzpapy; njhlh;e;J 
,Uf;FkhW xU Ntz;LNfhis xypgug;gpdhh;. mNef kp\dhpfs; ,ij tpUk;gpdh; kw;Wk; 
Vw;fdNt ghJfhg;gpd; epkpj;jk; jpUk;Gtjw;fhd miog;Gfis epuhfhpj;jpUe;jdh;. 

tlf;F gg;Gthtpy;> xU kp\dhpfspd; FO gpbgLtjpypUe;J jg;gpf;f NghuhbaJ. 
mth;fspy; Y}rpad; jgPbAk; ,Ue;jhh;> mth; Ntiy nra;j kp\dhpfis 
tpl;Ltplf;$lhJ vd;gjpy; cWjpahf ,Ue;jhh;. rpy ehl;fspNs ,e;jf; FO gj;J Nguhfg; 
ngUfptpl;lJ. mth;fs; xNuhifth (Orokaiva) kf;fs; trpf;Fk; xU fpuhkj;jpw;F te;jdh;> 
NkYk; me;j goq;Fbapdhpd; Ml;fs; jq;fis mioj;Jr; nrd;wijf; fz;lhh;fs;. 
xNuhifthf;fspy; xUtuhd `ptp[hah vd;gth; FUk;Ngh fpuhkj;jpd; ,UNf xU 
ePNuhilf;F mUfpy; jgPbiaf; nfhd;whh;. FOtpd; vQ;rpath;fs; tpiutpy; 
khpj;Jtpl;ldh;> mth;fspy; MW Ngh; G+dh flw;fiuapy; [g;ghdpah;fshy; jiy 
Jz;bf;fg;gl;ldh;. 

[g;ghdpag; gilfspd; gilnaLg;Gk;> Mf;fpukpg;gpd; NghJ epA+ fpdpahtpy; 333 
fpwp];jth;fs; caph; ,oe;jdh;. ,we;jth;fspy; mjpfkhNdhh; Nuhkd; fj;Njhypf;fh;fs; - 
198 Ngh;. Mdhy; ,we;jth;fspy; nkjb];> nry;Ntrd;> Y}j;jud;> Mq;fpypf;fd;> kD]; 
RtpNr\ rigapd; cWg;gpdh;fs; kw;Wk; nrtd;j;Nl cWg;gpdh;fs;. 

jgPbia nfhiy nra;j Y}rpad;> gpd;dh; fpwp];Jt kjj;jpw;F khwpdhh;. mth; `ptp[ah 
Y}rpad; vd;w ngaiu vLj;J. vk;gpapy; ghjpf;fg;gl;lth;fspd; epidthf xU 
Njthyaj;ij mth; fl;bdhh;. 

 

 


