
Polycarp.  

There once lived a man called Polycarp. We do not have much information 

about him. But we know about how he died as a martyr for the Lord. Polycarp 

had a disciple by the name of Irenaeus. Irenaeus tells us how Polycarp was a 

disciple of the apostle John. He also mentions that “Polycarp was instructed by 

the apostles, and was brought into contact with many who had seen Christ.” 

We have with us a letter written by Polycarp to the believers (church) in 

Philippians. I am here presenting to you an excerpt of the letter.  

“Wherefore, girding up your loins,” “serve the Lord in fear” and truth, 
as those who have forsaken the vain, empty talk and error of the multitude, 
and “believed in Him who raised up our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, 
and gave Him glory,” and a throne at His right hand. To Him all things” in 
heaven and on earth are subject. Him every spirit serves. He comes as the 
Judge of the living and the dead. His blood will God require of those who 
do not believe in Him. But He who raised Him up from the dead will raise up us 
also, if we do His will, and walk in His commandments, and love what He loved, 
keeping ourselves from all unrighteousness, covetousness, love of money, evil 
speaking, false witness; “not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing,” or 
blow for blow, or cursing for cursing. But being mindful of what the Lord said in 
His teaching: “Judge not, that ye be not judged; forgive, and it shall be forgiven 
unto you; be merciful, that ye may obtain mercy; with what measure ye 
measure out, it shall be measured to you again; and once more, “Blessed are 
the poor, and those that are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of God.” 
 
* You may download the full epistles from this address. 
https://bibletranslation.ws/down/Polycarp_Epistle_To_The_Philippians.pdf 
or just type: Polycarp letter to the Philippians. Pdf.  
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nghypfhh;g; 

xU fhyj;jpy; ~nghypfhh;g;| vd;W xU kdpjd; tho;e;J te;jhh;. mtiuf; Fwpj;J ek;kplk; 
mjpf jfty;fs; VJk; ,y;iy. Mdhy;> mth; NjtDf;fhf ,uj;jrhl;rpahf khpj;jhh; 
vd;W ehk; mwpe;jpUf;fpNwhk;. ~nghypfhh;g;gpw;F| INudpa]; vd;fpw xU rPlh; ,Ue;jhh;. 
Nghypfhh;g;Gk; mg;Ngh];jyh; NahthDf;Fr; rPluhf ,Ue;jhh; vd;gij INudpa]; 
$Wfpwhh;. mth; NkYk; ~nghypfhh;g; mg;Ngh];jyh;fshy; topelj;jg;gl;Lk; fpwp];Jit 
fz;lth;fs; mNefhplk; njhlh;G itj;jpUe;jhh;| vd;W Fwpg;gpLfpwhh;. 

gpypg;gpah; rig tpRthrpfSf;Fg; nghypfhh;g; vOjpa xU fbjk; ek;kplk; cs;sJ. 
mf;fbjj;jpy; xU gFjpia cq;fSf;F Kd;itf;fpNwd;. 

~Mifahy;> ePq;fs; cq;fs; kdjpd; miuiaf; fl;bf;nfhz;L>| ~gaj;JlDk; 
cz;ikAlDk; fh;j;jiur; NrtpAq;fs;|> mNefUila tPzhdJk;> ntWikahd 
Ngr;Rfs; kw;Wk; jtWfis tpl;Ltpl;L> ~cq;fs; tpRthrKk; ek;gpf;ifAk; 
Njtd;NkypUf;Fk;gb> mtiu khpj;NjhhpypUe;J vOg;gp> mtUf;F kfpikiaf; nfhLj;J> 
tyJghhprj;jpy; rpq;fhrdj;ijf; nfhLj;J|> guNyhfj;jpYk; G+kpapYk; ahTk; mtUf;Ff; 
fPo;g;gl;bUf;fr; nra;jhh;. xt;nthU MtpAk; mtiu Nrtpf;fpd;wd. 
capNuhbUf;fpwth;fisAk; khpj;jth;fisAk; mth; epahae;jPh;f;f tUfpwhh;. jk;ik 
tpRthrpahjth;fsplj;jpy; Njtd; mtUila ,uj;jg;gopiar; Nfl;ghh;. Mdhy;> mtiu 
khpj;NjhhpypUe;J vOg;gpdth;> ek;ikAk; capNuhNl vOg;Gthh;. ehk; mtUila 
rpj;jj;jpd;gb nra;J> mtUila fl;lisfspd;gb ele;J> mth; Nerpf;fpuij ehKk; 
Nerpj;J> vy;yh mePjpAk;> NguhirAk;> gz MirAk;> jPa Ngr;RfisAk;> ngha; 
rhl;rpfisAk; tpl;L tpofp> mth; Nerpg;gitfis Nerpf;f Ntz;Lk;; ~jPikf;Fj; 
jPikiaAk;> rhpf;fl;LjYf;F rhpf;fl;LjYk;> mbf;F mb> my;yJ rgpj;jYf;F 
rgpg;gijAk;| nra;ahkYk; ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;. Mdhy;> fh;j;jh; jk;Kila Nghjidapy; 
nrhd;dijf; ftdj;jpy; nfhs;Sq;fs;: ~kw;wth;fisf; Fw;wthspfnsd;w jPh;fhjpUq;fs;> 
mg;nghOJ ePq;fSk; Fw;wthspfnsd;W jPh;f;fg;glhjpUg;gPh;fs;> kd;dpAq;fs;> mg;nghOJ 
cq;fSf;Fk; mJ kd;dpf;fg;gLk;; ,uf;fKs;sth;fshapUq;fs;> mg;nghOJ ,uf;fk; 
ngWtPh;fs;  ePq;fs; kw;wth;fSf;F msf;fpw mstpd;gbNa cq;fSf;Fk; msf;fg;gLk;; 
kPz;Lk; cq;fSf;F mstplg;gLk;. ~rpWikAk;. ePjpapdpkpj;jk; Jd;gg;gLfpwth;fs; 
ghf;fpathd;fs;> guNyhfuh[;ak; mth;fSilaJ.;  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon preached on the 24th May 2024 (Friday).  



Text: Psalms 99. Topic: God - the other.     

 

In the context of our life, we as believers, have at least two struggles or challenges that 

constantly harass our faith.  

1. First of all, we have various trials that stalk us in this world. Everyone has their own pain 

and problems. Some linger so long in our lives that we are weakened in the process. Life 

has become very ‘difficult.’ We live in a very competitive world. Life is no more as 

simple as it used to be. These changes, has a heavy toll on our spirituality. People hardly 

have any quality time for God.  

2. Secondly, in a multi religious and multi-cultural environment, we believers tend to pick 

up believes and practices of those who do not believe in the Lord. It is obvious that our 

faith is weakened in the process.  

 

Now, Psalm 99 acts as lenses that corrects our perspective of God. Let us learn from the 

Psalm.  

 

The Psalms can be divided into three parts structured around the word Holy.  

You will find the word in conclusion of a section in the following verses - 3,5,9.  

Verse 3 and 5 are declaring that – Holy is He.  

Verse 9 – Claiming ownership of God – Our God is Holy.  

The word ‘Holy’ is Qadosh in Hebrew – basically it means ‘separate or apart or the other.  

Bonhoeffer in his classic book, ‘Life Together’ writes – “The Christ in his own heart is 

weaker than the Christ in the word of his brother; his own heart is uncertain, his brother’s is 

sure.” This is what he means by it, ‘the weakness of Jesus in our hearts can be overcome by 

the strength of Jesus in the words of my neighbors’ mouth.’  A much easier explanation is, ‘at 

times the faith in our heart seems weak, it is then that we need the word of the Lord, from our 

brother’s mouth to strengthen us.’   

Similarly, we need Psalms 99 to strengthen us and give a right perspective of God.   

 

1. Look at verses 1-3  - The Reigning God.  

The Lord reigns (vs 1). He sits enthroned (1). He is above all people (2). Let all people 

praise your Name (3).  

In this first section the psalmist establishes that your problem or enemy is not the ruler. 

Not your adverse circumstances. But God is on the throne, He is sovereign. Let us 

remember this and get our perspective aligned along this truth.   

2.   Look at verses 4-5 – The God of Justice  

  He loves Justice, establishes justice, and executes justice (4)      

 This God who is separate cannot be unjust – these calls us to live our lives in being 

‘right.’ Now as we combine both the above truths, we may summarize as follows. God is 

on the throne and He is a Just God. Therefore, let us then pursue justice and purity.  

3. Look at verses 6-9 – The God  who answers us.  

Moses, Aaron, and Samuel – they called and He answered (6). God spoke (7). God 

answered (8). He is our God (9). When God seems remote and our faith is weakening, 

remember, our God is on the Throne and He answers our prayers. As Moses, Samuel and 

Aaron were priests who developed intimacy with God. You and I can do the same.  

Pastor C. Paul. 
 

 


