Polycarp.

There once lived a man called Polycarp. We do not have much information
about him. But we know about how he died as a martyr for the Lord. Polycarp
had a disciple by the name of Irenaeus. Irenaeus tells us how Polycarp was a
disciple of the apostle John. He also mentions that “Polycarp was instructed by
the apostles, and was brought into contact with many who had seen Christ.”

We have with us a letter written by Polycarp to the believers (church) in
Philippians. | am here presenting to you an excerpt of the letter.

VAR{4
)

“Wherefore, girding up your loins,” “serve the Lord in fear” and truth,

as those who have forsaken the vain, empty talk and error of the multitude,
and “believed in Him who raised up our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead,

and gave Him glory,” and a throne at His right hand. To Him all things” in
heaven and on earth are subject. Him every spirit serves. He comes as the
Judge of the living and the dead. His blood will God require of those who

do not believe in Him. But He who raised Him up from the dead will raise up us
also, if we do His will, and walk in His commandments, and love what He loved,
keeping ourselves from all unrighteousness, covetousness, love of money, evil
speaking, false witness; “not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing,” or
blow for blow, or cursing for cursing. But being mindful of what the Lord said in
His teaching: “Judge not, that ye be not judged; forgive, and it shall be forgiven
unto you; be merciful, that ye may obtain mercy; with what measure ye
measure out, it shall be measured to you again; and once more, “Blessed are
the poor, and those that are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of God.”

* You may download the full epistles from this address.
https://bibletranslation.ws/down/Polycarp Epistle To The Philippians.pdf
or just type: Polycarp letter to the Philippians. Pdf.



https://bibletranslation.ws/down/Polycarp_Epistle_To_The_Philippians.pdf
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Text: Psalms 99. Topic: God - the other.

In the context of our life, we as believers, have at least two struggles or challenges that

constantly harass our faith.

1. First of all, we have various trials that stalk us in this world. Everyone has their own pain
and problems. Some linger so long in our lives that we are weakened in the process. Life
has become very ‘difficult.” We live in a very competitive world. Life is no more as
simple as it used to be. These changes, has a heavy toll on our spirituality. People hardly
have any quality time for God.

2. Secondly, in a multi religious and multi-cultural environment, we believers tend to pick
up believes and practices of those who do not believe in the Lord. It is obvious that our
faith is weakened in the process.

Now, Psalm 99 acts as lenses that corrects our perspective of God. Let us learn from the
Psalm.

The Psalms can be divided into three parts structured around the word Holy.

You will find the word in conclusion of a section in the following verses - 3,5,9.

Verse 3 and 5 are declaring that — Holy is He.

Verse 9 — Claiming ownership of God — Our God is Holy.

The word ‘Holy’ is Qadosh in Hebrew — basically it means ‘separate or apart or the other.
Bonhoeffer in his classic book, ‘Life Together’ writes — “The Christ in his own heart is
weaker than the Christ in the word of his brother; his own heart is uncertain, his brother’s is
sure.” This is what he means by it, ‘the weakness of Jesus in our hearts can be overcome by
the strength of Jesus in the words of my neighbors’ mouth.” A much easier explanation is, ‘at
times the faith in our heart seems weak, it is then that we need the word of the Lord, from our
brother’s mouth to strengthen us.’

Similarly, we need Psalms 99 to strengthen us and give a right perspective of God.

1. Look at verses 1-3 - The Reigning God.
The Lord reigns (vs 1). He sits enthroned (1). He is above all people (2). Let all people
praise your Name (3).
In this first section the psalmist establishes that your problem or enemy is not the ruler.
Not your adverse circumstances. But God is on the throne, He is sovereign. Let us
remember this and get our perspective aligned along this truth.
2. Look at verses 4-5 — The God of Justice
He loves Justice, establishes justice, and executes justice (4)
This God who is separate cannot be unjust — these calls us to live our lives in being
‘right.” Now as we combine both the above truths, we may summarize as follows. God is
on the throne and He is a Just God. Therefore, let us then pursue justice and purity.
3. Look at verses 6-9 — The God who answers us.
Moses, Aaron, and Samuel — they called and He answered (6). God spoke (7). God
answered (8). He is our God (9). When God seems remote and our faith is weakening,
remember, our God is on the Throne and He answers our prayers. As Moses, Samuel and
Aaron were priests who developed intimacy with God. You and | can do the same.

Drstor C. Do,




